MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE

North Africa, proclaimed the sovereignty of the Caliph of
Damascus in the capital of Toledo.1

But why stop at Spain? After all, the country merged into the
Narbonnaise. No sooner was the Peninsula completely subdued
than in 720 the Musulmans captured Narbonne, and then laid
siege to Toulouse, thus encroaching on the Prankish kingdom.
The king, who was powerless, did nothing. Duke Eudes of
Aquitaine drove them back in 721, but Narbonne still remained
in their hands. And from Narbonne, in 725, a new and formidable
attack was launched. Carcassonne was taken, and the knights of
the Crescent advanced as far as Autun, which was sacked on
August 22nd, 725.

In 732 another razzia was launched by the Emir of Spain,
Abd-er-Rhaman, who, setting out from Pampeluna, crossed the
Pyrenees and marched on Bordeaux. Eudes, defeated, took refuge
with Charles Martel Owing to the manifest impotence of the
Midi, it was from the North that the final reaction against the
Musulmans came. Charles marched with Eudes to meet the
invader and encountered him in the same gap near Poitiers where
Clovis had formerly overcome the Visigoths. The battle took
place in October 732. Abd-er-Rhaman was defeated and slain,2
but the danger was not averted. The threat was now to Provence;
that is to say, to the coast. In 735 the Arab governor of Narbonne,
Jussef Ibn Abd-er-Rhaman, seized the city of Aries, with die help
of accomplices whom he found in the surrounding country.3

Then, in 737, the Arabs captured Avignon, with the help of
Maucontus, and ravaged the country, as far as Lyons, and also in
Aquitaine. Charles once more marched against them. He recap-
tured Avignon, and proceeded to- attack Narbonne, before which

1  HAIPHEN, op. tit., pp,  142-143.

2  This battle has not the importance which has been attributed to it. It
cannot be compared with the victory over Attila. It marked the end of a raid,
but its effect was not really decisive. If Charles had been defeated all that
would have happened would have been that the Musulmans would have

- pillaged the country more extensively.

3  BKEYSIG Jahrbucher des Frankischen Reiches. Die Zeit Karl Marteh, pp, 77-78.
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